World Vision together with thousands Papua New Guineans mark World TB Day

To mark the World TB (tuberculosis) Day, a fun run followed by motorcade was staged in Port Moresby, the capital of Papua New Guinea which saw close to 2,000 men, women and children taking to the streets of Port Moresby at 6.00 AM PNG time wearing black, white and red T shirts with big letter message reading: “I am Stopping TB.”

The march was joined by the Governor of National Capital District Mr. Powes Parkop and National Health Secretary Dr. Clement Malau, who led out in the fun run.

The fun run concluded successfully a series of TB awareness and advocacy events in the month of March, throughout the country to educate Papua New Guineans about what TB is and how it is transmitted.

As a lead up to the World TB Day and to effectively promote prevention messages, World Vision and partners visited schools, major supermarkets, public places within Port Moresby city to educate the general public about TB.

Adding color to the awareness activities was Dotsy – the TB Dots project mascot who stole the show wherever she went. She was the children’s favourite. Every time she made her move amongst the crowd, children would cheer and tried to approach her in order to have a closer look at her. 

In the National Capital District, school visits by project staff were accompanied by Dotsy. During the visits, posters and pamphlets explaining more about TB were distributed to primary and secondary schools, reaching close to 12,000 school children. Awareness messages were followed by Dotsy singing and dancing which enthralled children and adults alike. Drama plays were also held depicting symptoms of TB, and how to correctly go through the accurate process of receiving treatment using DOTS.

Apart from the school visits, awareness were also done in villages and surrounding communities including public places and in front of major supermarkets, attracting huge crowd of close to 6,000 people.

A stage was set at the arrival point of the fun run where the festivity ended with speeches  delivered by local authorities and WV representatives, while more Information, Education and Communication materials were distributed to more than 2,000 people.

On March 26, a press conference was organized in Port Moresby involving members of parliament and representatives from the Global Fund principal recipient, sub recipients, provinces and media. The conference was followed by the signing of the plaque by representatives of different government and non government organizations to symbolize strong partnership in the fight against TB. Also on the same day, community health workers, nurses and volunteers involved in the fight against TB were officially thanked for their dedication.

Similar TB awareness activities were simultaneously undertaken in Morobe and Madang provinces through radio shows in order to reach the rural population located in remote areas.

The collaborating partners in the TB Dots Project include the National Health Department, PNG Institute of Medical Research, National Health Department, World Health organization (WHO), Hope World Wide (HWW), City Pharmacy Limited (CPL) Jane Thompson Associates International (JTA).

The National TB Dots project aims to reduce related morbidity and mortality in PNG by achieving high quality expansion and implementation of DOTS. It is a five year project launched in 2007 and funded by Global fund at a cost of 21 million dollars and will be implemented gradually in 66 out of 87 districts of Papua New Guinea. The National Capital District, Morobe and Madang provinces would be the first three provinces in the country to have the program implemented and to be followed by other provinces in the country.
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